
Possible Timings for a Civil Ceremony at 2pm 

9.30am  Suppliers are welcome to arrive to set up decorations and start preparing the venue. 
 

12pm  You are welcome to come and get ready in the bridal suite, you are welcome to have hair and makeup 
but we will need to discuss how many people you want present, we have been working along the 
lines of 2 people and a supplier in each room so if you have hair and makeup you could have 3 others 
with you so that social distancing can be maintained.  
 
You will then need to be fully ready to see the registrars at 1.45pm. 
(it may be possible to arrange access to the bridal suite at 11.30am by prior arrangement) 
 

1pm  Your partner can arrive to the venue, have some photographs, greet guests and be ready to meet 
with the registrars at 1.30pm. 
 

1.15pm We would expect guests to start to arrive, Dodmoor House staff will greet them and take them to 
seats in the bar area, outside or directly to their ceremony seat, depending on when they arrive. The 
bar would be open but Dodmoor House staff will offer service to the seated guests. They will be 
invited to take their seats for the ceremony at around 1.50pm. 
 

2pm  The ceremony can take place in either the Courtyard Barn or the Catesby Barn.  Please have a look at 
the seating plans, it will really depend on which barn you would like to eat in 

2.30pm  We would normally allow 90 minutes for drinks and photos, giving you enough time to have a bunting 
receiving line after the ceremony to greet all the guests and have some wonderful photos around the 
grounds. Hopefully we would be able to have a group photo in front of the house before guests are 
seated at the lawn.   
 
This could also take place in the courtyard but if necessary be held in the same barn as the ceremony 
if needed. In this case we would move the chairs back into groups and provide informal tables for the 
canapes and drinks. 
 

4pm  Guests would be invited to take their seats for the Wedding Breakfast, they would move through in 
their household groups. 
 

4.20pm Your caterer would serve the Wedding Breakfast in the opposite barn to the one you were married 
in.  The Courtyard Barn can accommodate 30 guests on one large banquet table and round tables but 
we would have to have round tables if seated in the Catesby Barn. (please see the plans) 
 
We would not expect this to take more than 1 hr 45 minutes for three courses, some people have 
been extending this with a cheese course to make more of the meal. 
 

6.15pm  After sitting at the table for so long it may be a good idea to have speeches either back outside in the 
courtyard or in the opposite barn at the informal seating again, this will give the guests a chance to 
get up and stretch their legs again. We have a cordless microphone you can use both inside and out.   
 

  

  

 

 

  

We want you to have the day of your dreams this is still possible even with restrictions in place! 



 

 

  

6.45pm Tea and coffee could be served to the guests by your caterer after the speeches and then hopefully 
everyone could enjoy the courtyard in the early evening.  The bar would also fully open as this 
would be the end of the no corkage period, drinks would be served to guests in their seats.  You 
could consider a Mr & Mrs Quiz at this point? 
 
If you wanted a shorter day you could just have a few more drinks and then finish off around 7/7.30, 
we could include a first dance and cake cutting before speeches so that it can be served with coffee 
if you would like. 
 

7.30/8pm 
 

If you are planning to extend into the evening, I would suggest you make another change in the 
seating plan and move back to the barn that you ate in where we can create a different seating plan 
for a more pub night evening. 
 
You could consider acoustic music for entertainment or further games people have had interactive 
music quizzes across the room – table against table or more personal ideas.  It is much more 
possible with a small group. 
 
We could also make a space for your first dance and cutting of the cake and use this as the excuse to 
move people.  Of course you may decide to delay this move a bit depending on the weather and 
atmosphere outside. 

8.30pm Evening food can be served to the guests at the tables or staff can offer the cake to the guests as a 
snack 

11.45pm/ 
12am 

Last orders would be called at the bar and the bar and music would finish at midnight with taxis 
booked at 12.15am and guests to have left site by 12.30am.  You could decide an end time at any 
time before this but it would need to be agreed in advance and could not be changed on the night 
due to staffing. 
 
 You would retire to the Honeymoon Suite and breakfast will be served to you there at 9am the next 
morning.  We ask that you check out of the room by 10.30am the following morning please. 

  

 
 


